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William Fyffe, 1916 — 1918

Military Service Appeal Tribunal Records
(Lothians and Peebles)

Reference HH30/25/3/13

William Fyffe, comedian and actor, appealed against his military service on grounds of national
importance and serious hardship. While his first appeal for conditional exemption was granted on grounds
of his health, his second appeal was dismissed due to insubstantial evidence for both reasons given.

A selection of images of documents on the appeal file (reference HH30/25/3/13) follows.

Transcribed extracts from the case papers can be viewed at http://www.nas.gov.uk/about/081103.asp.

Images of the original documents can be consulted in the National Archives of Scotland search rooms
(http://www.nas.gov.uk).
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=& MILITARY SERVICE ACTS, 1916.
s Neawme of Tribvumal ‘/\gffh'-ﬁ'." Py vy {3 Number of Case dé'/,é é

;ﬂ?wrmr’ APPLICATION AS TO EXEMPTION.

B — [_:FII-H' alfaeked |.'I||".|{.| abe mnsd clen he filled up by the .rJI'I'||"'II.-II..|

Any pareswm meking a falss statameni or falss rapresaRLELlon |8 ilabks 10 IHAPFiBSREERL.

I. Man in respect of whom applicstion made -
(a) Name (in full) Afdtrmn ﬁr#‘“
(1) Age last biribday 33 Date of birthday A ?L-}:':huam'_, P 3
(e} Married or single M asarid 1F maried, date of marrisge (et ebar 1g0
() Addvess (iu full) & AV est rwhn.c. v, G o ap s

(&)} Adidress at dsie of National Begistratio e alis s F rd e CFas
{16th Angust, 1%15) !{J g ¢ t{

Hfog A f--':l)/ff

{ﬂ ”E‘t“ﬂ!k"ﬂ::nll. |.l|l-r1'-i~;l?| or business ((Fiee full and eract

{/}‘m P . 0 e

2. Whether engaged in the same or o siniler occupati wofore 10ih Augmst, t'l--m‘_?
If =0 engaged, (o) The precise oo l:l-.:'ii--l': ; f*.,u.,_._q,? hdiete

(b} How 'ong emploved in the accupation before 15th August, 1915
Py
(c) Wame sod address of lusl :r|||| er when so emploved befon® that date

UMJM ;ku»\‘ﬂﬂq.ﬂ *ﬂ#ﬁuﬁrﬂ

]

N L fif
{o) Name of presenl empiover, i Gny d,‘i F;-!- Y [T e

{by Addreess {in full) ... 136 f‘“‘f‘ wadd (/hg-'i?; '%Hﬁ.w

(£) Busimess ... 2 o L (iﬁm,;‘j d},l..d"

4., {fpound on which |I|In. ation i= made. [Xee fi il i back af duplicate it U:'l'l b
siffictent if the letter (a), (b)), (), |'|."| (e}, l"| v {7} (whicherer fs appropraate},

is entered. )
P il

B. Matare of .:!":Il_llld.qllul'l [ | vertficale |J_f e et |r:-.'.-| b glaoiade, conditional ar
Eemperary, Alzn, a e rr:||-'|< wié -..:r.--'q'n.l' T e -|n-m|:.|';.. TRy hi _f.-.-r
r:r:njlm-n from  of sthatanl  sereicd anhy, o I |'--r-|l'|.:|--:|-|l. -::- the
||.r|]:-[|'.l'.rn.l fu‘-rr.-:.l gmipaded iR Aome W0 b owehich, tn the cpinton of the Trbun il
is af mational Fon o }

‘;;r Q“-Aﬁ?"‘"ﬂ"-—r‘i‘ iﬁaurl'\.an'\-.—’

-~
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6. Bessons @ support of the spplication.  (These should be fully stared; if they are
combined o @ separate sheet, @ copy should be proveded.  Awy documentary
eridence i Aigpeori p_f the mppl‘l'c::ﬁ-:u should be forwarded herewnh )

Seo  Stpanake  Stnbancal:

1. Whether any previous application has been made in vespect of the man, and, o &0,

(o) when, (b) by whom, {¢) to what Tribunal sand {.i} -mlln wihat r|=|.||
{JE,!-J-i'I'i'- on for a cerlificale of exempion should mat be - Fespied

TARTE TiF |.|I-I| a1 il £ o "H P [ - — (r
[(I-‘b ;.:J_.:i:l': -f'll_‘r QFLE..... I..Js, ‘-::I f‘LMs‘LL M{v‘ﬁ‘*aaﬁ!nr

q.m*,ll, *"-“.' *J..t.r.. 28 -ulh-.. A {r): ﬁ"”ﬂu [3 nurr -u.-‘.f
afeee eandsa? dmepsiiaswd b Carmdalibnoad g ias pbire jrauh‘l ey

sl w20 m-‘?gﬁ F usa frnt flirl? :
&, {a) Bignature of person by Wwhom application made ,fﬁr m Q. fé

|:ll-'} Addresa {rﬂ' act alres “I,I afale J'I g./ﬁr"_\f -"M% f"""": -'ﬁ-’l‘! l}l‘#’

fe) {'q'n:'l.|||:‘|.[il'l]L, '|'|I.'|.||'|_‘-r-"-i-'-|'| or bhusine Ilf' ol already  stated I applicant
is the military representalive, III iz should b .'-_-.'--.J'_:L

|: N RER | .-'-'n'r.-.-.’-
() IF spplication ned made by the man or hi= employer, or ||'.'.I'r|-=' military
representative, hrief slztement why gpplivation made by applicant for (he
.
r ) i
{¢} Dute of application . f? (anes 19/%

{Fur notes, see end of dupheate form.)

FOR TRIBUNAL.

Decigion of the Tribwnal, To he sianed and dated J'.r' ¢ plion 1% _u’nmﬂn! i
should be stated whether o = do be absolete, conditional l::l'l whickh cose the
conditions fo be entered om the cerviifoate should be {) or lemporsry
(i which case the date to which the exemption s grend shonld be atated.)

e . v g
/(/;2 {{2"2 ,-tl/ f:}}i’rﬁ E/x;f_zt-*. .j ///'/‘s"‘?’

R
‘P‘-"‘ ':I/é £ {-;(d')-. ,_-"‘:'+--.‘.‘--'-."-,.“‘f.|’

L ({;’/2/:" /f!"ﬁ-ﬁgﬁ.ﬁ/

-

Crown Copyright 2010. 3
National Archives of Scotland — Military Appeals Tribunals.
http://www.nas.gov.uk/about/081103.asp .




Crown Copyright 2010.
National Archives of Scotland — Military Appeals Tribunals.
http://www.nas.gov.uk/about/081103.asp .




The grounds of the application for axenption
are (1) that it is, in the nationsl interests that
the Applicant should be allowsd to continue in thw
work in which he is habitually angaged and (2) that
gorious hardship will ensue if he is ocslled up for
Arny service owing to his exceptional finsneial and busi:
:hess obligations end domestie position. The Applicant
has, after stremuous work and heavy expenditure, attain:
:ed 8 poeition in the theatrical world which entitled
him to be classed as & first rate entertainer, and he
iz under contreet %o perform in various Theatrea in Lon;
;don, Edinburgh, Glasgos and warious provincial towns
up to the year 191%. In this conneetion it is pointed
out that the entertainment offered by asuch artistes as
the Appellant is, 4in the opiniom of both Madical and
Military Authorities, one of the best tonioe for sol:
:diera apd sailors on lesave from the fromt, and for men
who, having been wounded, are in convalescends.

If the Applicant is called up, the publia will
lose not only the entertainment provided by him, but
also that of the Applicant’s wife who works in conjuna:
gstion with him, and sbe sleo will suffer serious finanm:

ivial loes
The Applicent and his wife are the prineipals

engaged in a Hevoe appearing in the prinoipal theatres

in England. This show is almost entirely dependent on

the Applicant, who is the leading aotor. They employ

about/
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about 40 pelple, mogtly glrls, and have contraocts to
the end of this year. Should the Applicent bs taken
eway the Hevus wonld have to cesmse and serions hardahip
would ensoe, both to Applicant and the proprietors, as
it 1is sbsclutely impoceible %o get anyone to replace
Applicant and withont him the performanse would be use:
:le88.

The Applicant ie married and has two children
who live with the Applicant's Father and Mother, and all
four are dependent on him for their sntire malntenance.
The Applicant's Pather is abaclutely wunbbls to do work
of any kKipd and is dependent solely on his som. Im
thess clrommetences, serions domestic hardehip will
ensue should the Applicant be called up, as not only
will his earning capseity be out off, but slsc that of
his wifa.

The Applicant suffers from an affeetiom of
the ears, and is partlially deaf. Ledical men have

cartified that thers is & large perforation in the

drumhest of his right ear, and that it is not wise that

he shonld go on service. IThe Applicant ia clasaified

cll.
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Name of Local Tribunal =7 A ¥ Ags
Number of Cose 24YY

NOTICE OF APPEAL.
ST ST ot a2 e s e T

0 BE FILLED UF BY AFFELLANT.

N Pp
£ . 7}}2

-&*‘l—l‘-‘(* ‘I AI"‘-'I-'I'_‘ __.-'f{,_ ol fq?' 1-"1{ -..-g:_,
- E/u-f-fd: Datte s
f

or niot atteated bty a- Tl

] mnde |‘_-"'."| se ghonld B f .-""_u 1:'..::.-.{].

Tl = P ,.1

|..|.:. Address of .|!:;l.':i..i||.

i 3 el ! s L Gative, slale 5.
{2} Oecapation, profession of b military representative, state )

he military reprosentative, why ¢ pellant ncts for tha man

(d) If m |-|'”-.‘.' is not

Dhate ,‘.tr‘?‘;‘l_,f__ e £ 70
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Phe grounds of Appeal are (1) thet 1t is, in the netional interests wh
the Appellsnt should be allowed tLo continus in the work in which he is
habitually engaged and (2) thet serious hardship will eansue if he is
oalled up for ATmy service owing to his exoceptionsal fipenoi~l and business
obligations =nd domestio position. Tha Appellent has =fter strannoul
work =nd beswy expenditure , =tteined a position in the theatriosl world
which entitles him to be clapsed as a firetrate antertsiner, and he im
undar Centrast to perform in various Thestres in Lendon , Ddinburgh,
glaegow =nd various provinoisl towne up to the yeei L919.
sonneotion it im pointed out that the entertainment offered Ly euch
artistes =g the Appellant is, in the opinion of both Madio=sl and Wilitary
Authorities, one of the best tonioce for soldiers and sailor® on Lesve
from the Tront, and for men who, heving besn wounded , ars: in convalesoanos

he Appellsnt is called up, ths publio will lose not on 1y

the antartainmant provided by him, but =lec thet of the Appall=nt's wife
who works in conjunoticn with him, rnd she »lso wil euffar serious
finrnoirl LoBa.

Purther the Appellent =nd his wife are angaged for ona of the
Glaspow rantomimes for the season 1917-1918, and sericus loss will result
if the Appellant does not parform as arranged , in raspedt thet the
Appellent ie the oaly artiste available for certain work required in
ponneotion therewith.

fhe Appellant is married and hes two ohi ldren , who liwe with
the Appellent's Pather end wother , and all four &re depandent on 1
Appallent for their entire meintenancs. Phe Appellant's Pathar
absolutely un=ble to do woI  moy kind and is dapendent polely oo his
#on . in these cirsumstances, PAYIoUs domestio herdship will ensus
ghould the Appallent be oallad up, m8 DoOL only will his sarning ospsoity
te out off, but alse thet of his wife.

Pha Appelleat suffers from an affeoction of the ears, and is

parcially den~f . wedioal men heva pertified thst twhere i@ a large

rigl sund thet 1tI8 not wisa the
perforation in the drumhesd of his right ear, =nd thet 1% %

he should go om @arvice. The Appalleay iR only glapsifisd JLL.
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B—62. VOLUONTARILY ATTESTED MEN.
Ay . 3
I_'l|'|lr.l||.r -:n" Trilainal 'fﬁ:ﬁf’#._ LT Nugnber of Cnag _:‘{I. J’I ‘qu _g‘_
APPLICATION A8 TO EXEMPTION

{ The attached duplicate wust alse be jillad up by the Applicant and should not be detached )

Any porsen making a falzss statement or feiss representation ia liable o mprisonment.

1. :“III:I m respeact l:[ T‘-'I.'Ill.'l'. iI.II'.IIil AE10E T GEE

{a) Name (in full) William Fyffe.

(5) Apge last birthday a2 Mate of birthday — Léth Feby.
{.r:| Medical Clasification as shown on ."'III:I_'. Form W, 3281 BI

Married or single Marrlad H married, date of o wriages Jotr. L908.
(¢} Address (in fulf) Purdishouss, Loatboead, Midlothisn,

(f) Address st date of Natioosl Registration
{I..’_:1h Aungust, 191 b}

(7} Where attested Tunfermline
l2th Deeor. 1915
(4} No.of group 38 N roup card 88

(/) Oecupation, profession or business,, ((Five full and eract details.)
Yariety Artiste.
(k) Address (in full } of place of employment
I change weedly
Whether engaged in the same or a amilar occapation before 15th August, 1915,

I 0 engaged, (a) The precise oceupatioh  Have been at this wors since
learlag school.
{.!l] How long o|n||lu}'rx|. in the ceenpation befors 15th August, 1915

(¢} Nams and sddress of st emplover when so employed bofore that date

(g) Name of present employer, if any Geo. Gilbart.

() Address (in rfull) e . Palace Thesatrd, Abapdsasn,
i€}

Ground on which applieation s m (See foornote on back of duplicate. [t |-'-_l'|l b
-.1|‘|'||.:|'.'|_|.r ]_._I'.f|||| letter (a), (&), (c; (o) or (g} {whicherer e approprate), 1 emterad, )

Nuture of application.™ * (A certifitate of exemplion may be abseluts, conditional or
temporary.)

eonditional exemptlon,

e R T Wald] tedcdal phde 4% sy B AE
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6, Reasors in support of the :np|llir.=l:;--u. {These ahould be fully staved ; i they e
{‘-'rfl'.'.ll'ru-.lf i ARpErls sheat, copy shoapld be |l gL Ilfl' |_ ..’l ql'a SRy
evidence in suppert of Hhe applicatin should be forwarded b

Whethor ANy po viois :|.|-|-|E-'u|:--|. has beon made by or in respect of the AL, &I . i sa,
fa) when, (&) by xI (e} o what Tn il ) with n'h.ll result,
'-'- .r a-'l-l,'.-ul showld mot be made in raspecl of a

Wi .f |

o previous applisation - praviously Tejscted,

’ 7
{x) Signature of person by whem application made ¥ £ O nsas 'ﬁ’;?f
(&) Address |.__l' rod alrends

(e} Ueeupaiion, prolession or R raissat, I.JIl' LIty :r|'rm-|'_l.. sialel,
military represwentative, this should be stated.)

mxlditAry
for

(¢} Date of application Tth Jpae 1917,

(For moles, see end of |..||.-|.-.'-~:a.' formn.)

FOR USE OF TRIBUNAL.

Decision of the Tribum
be mtatecd | whether it
_r.

i gt

f?-"k;‘" o M-{ Py i‘vu—‘_\;\
Il

.c,‘fi

f":..),r e A .’,.,_1_.( leedn Hlad Hfay sy coad Al f‘-'w:i:.._..-"

—:/A-I-i-l-«. Ao e n-u-l’.. W Atiin J—f\fﬁ_w j_’.&,._g {’:l.- ¢
F’ﬁ.l"fd‘_dﬁ #‘l_i L _" —_—
3 i “If:f:lt‘-ﬂ ("

- Rider § R s ,?
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Reoasons in support of the mpplication:=

I wan examined at Wnitehall, London, on 24th “aroh IN16,
and was rejected as medically unfit. Hotice to go forward
for medical re-examination was posted to me to Liverpool
about 1llth April. The Notice, however, did not reach me.

I was advised by the Police Inspector at my house at Loanhead
on oy arrival at home on Znd Hay, to go forward for re-aXis
tination, as the Uilitary Authorities had bheen enguiring
about mes I went forward for re-examination at Glancorse

on 3rd May and was Classified BI. I suffer from perforation
of the right ear and discharge and whea I get cold I am almost
deal in both ears. I respectfully claim to be re-exanined
by the Central Medical Hoard,

Parsonal claim:=

My wife and I tour as Variety Artistes and have always
worked together. Each 1s dependant on the gther. Je have
two children dependent. My father and mother are alsao
enkively dependent on uw. I pay them 22:5/- weekly for
the upkeep of themwselves and my two children, who live with
them. I aleo pay the rent und clothing for ay father and
mother and our two children. I earn £10 to £7:10/=
weakly gross. We have continuouw gontracts to the lew Year
of 1918 and a few are fixed up for 1910. I am called upon
to report myself on 18th June at Glencorse.
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FEIG=1ak VOO0 418 DWW VIR 1603/1)  Ferma/W. 3 (B
=53 100008 &5 L B

Army Form W, 3250,

Voluntarily Attested Men in Group System.

Form to be sent by Military Representative to
Local Tribunal.

Name (in full) of man in respect of whom application made to Trilugal
Williem Pyffe,

Wumber of case quoted on Application 2078

Date on which Notice of application received by Military Rapressntative

12th June, 1917.

For " Observations” zes reverse.
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OBSERVATIONS OF MILITAKY REPRESENTATIVE
[Nore—In eases to which Military Bepresentative o
write * I assent to ¢ toom.”
fly the ns for hi
1 the Mil Repr

wtld be prant

i o y - s

. Py b = ki ;
;’f/_:f‘-'ﬁ"‘f':: fx’ﬁ:’ffd}d[fm&'_f,ﬂ‘l el o ["-*‘-."'-P'ﬁ'-:"-i a1 1"-‘ i

PP i |
Fyva L
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ROBERT WHITE, & B 1
Z .-{,_-? z )z/ . /,.r /P’.-{”_ﬁ;

WOTARY sEeg

THLESHOuE Conrmas 5514 '(’ 2’)4/2 /::/ J?»'[.-’/ 15%h Jun ﬁ,.{ﬁ‘" Ta

LELE T T I TREEg S

yffe, Loanhead

4, B L

for axemption which was

Altken, Advoontes, Aberdesn
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